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September 30, 2022, and for providing
emergency assistance for the situation
in Ukraine, and for other purposes.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL IN-
DIVIDUALS AND MEMBER TO
THE ADVISORY BOARD FOR THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CHILD CARE CENTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 2062,
and the order of the House of January
4, 2021, of the following additional indi-
viduals and Member to the Advisory
Board for the House of Representatives
Child Care Center:

Ms. Brooke Scannell, Arlington, Vir-
ginia

Ms. Stacey Leavandosky,
ington, D.C.

Mr. Collin Davenport,
Virginia

Ms. Lora Snyder, Washington, D.C.

Mr. Matthew Dwyer, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia

Ms.
ginia

Mr.

Ms.

Ms.

Mr.
ginia

Ms.

Mr.

Wash-

Alexandria,

Natalie Joyce, Arlington, Vir-

Cyrus Artz, Washington, D.C.
Alyene Mlinar, Washington, D.C.
Cari Fike, Cheverly, Maryland
Robbie Minnich, Arlington, Vir-

Jennifer Belair, Washington, D.C.
HUDSON, North Carolina

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCEACHIN) at 2 o’clock
and 33 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

BOUNDARY OF PALO ALTO BAT-
TLEFIELD NATIONAL HISTORIC
PARK

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 268) to provide for the boundary
of the Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historic Park to be adjusted, to au-
thorize the donation of land to the
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United States for addition to that his-
toric park, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 268

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. BOUNDARY; LEGAL DESCRIPTION.

(a) BOUNDARY.—Section 3(b)(2) of the Palo
Alto Battlefield National Historic Site Act of
1991 (16 U.S.C. 410nnn—1(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) by amending subparagraph (A) to read as
follows:

“(A) IN GENERAL.—

“(i) In addition to the land described in para-
graph (1), the historical park shall consist of—

“(I) the approximately 34 acres of land, as
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘Palo
Alto Battlefield NHS Proposed Boundary Ex-
pansion’, numbered 469/80,012, and dated May
21, 2008; and

“(I1) on the date that such land is donated to
the United States, the approximately 166.44
acres of land generally depicted on the map en-
titled ‘PALO ALTO BATTLEFIELD NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK Proposed Bound-
ary Addition, Fort Brown Unit’, numbered 469/
143,589, and dated April 2018.

““(ii) Before accepting any donated land de-
scribed in this subparagraph, the Secretary
shall complete a boundary study analyzing the
feasibility of adding the land to the national
historical park.

“(iii) If a boundary study completed under
clause (ii) finds that acceptance of the donated
land is feasible and appropriate, the Secretary
may accept such land and administer the land
as part of the historical park after providing no-
tice of such finding to Congress.’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(4) in the heading, by striking “MAP’’ and in-
serting ‘‘MAPS’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘map’’ and inserting ‘“‘maps’’.

(b) LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—Section 3(b)(3) of the
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Site Act
of 1991 (16 U.S.C. 410nnn-1(b)(3)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘after’ and all that follows through
“Secretary of the Interior’’ and inserting ‘‘after
the addition of lands to the historic park bound-
ary, the Secretary of the Interior’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
268, the Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historic Park Boundary Adjustment
Act, introduced by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VELA).

H.R. 268 expands the boundary of
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic
Park to include approximately 166
acres of land that is to be donated to
the Department of the Interior.

March 15, 2022

The donated land was the site of Fort
Brown, a crucial outpost during the
Mexican-American War, which remains
the last standing physical structure as-
sociated with that war.

During its life, Fort Brown trans-
formed from a site designed for a con-
frontation into a post that served to
protect the growing Mexican-American
population of the region.

Palo Alto Battlefield was designated
as a national historic landmark in 1960,
as a national historic site in 1978, and
a national historic park in 2009. Today,
the Palo Alto Battlefield National His-
toric Park is the only unit of the Na-
tional Park Service focused on the
Mexican-American War.

I congratulate Representative VELA
for championing this bill, and I urge
my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN) will control the
time for the minority.

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 268 authorizes the transfer of ap-
proximately 166 acres, by donation,
from the International Boundary and
Water Commission to the National
Park Service for inclusion in the Palo
Alto Battlefield National Historic Park
in Texas.

Palo Alto Battlefield National His-
toric Park is the site of the first major
battle of the Mexican-American War
and has the distinction of being the
only National Park Service unit to in-
terpret the Mexican-American War.

The land authorized to be transferred
through this bill includes the historic
Fort Brown site in Brownsville, Texas,
which served as a critical military out-
post during the Mexican-American
War.

I thank Chair GRIJALVA for accom-
modating our request at markup to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to
complete a boundary study analyzing
the feasibility of adding this land to
the park prior to it being acquired and
incorporated into the boundary. The
study requirement will ensure that the
land to be donated is feasible for the
National Park Service to manage as an
addition to the park.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will
help preserve an important piece of
American history, and I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. VELA), the
sponsor of the legislation.

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
in support of H.R. 268, legislation to
add the Fort Brown earthworks to the
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic
Park, and I urge my colleagues to vote
in favor of this bill.

I introduced this legislation to pre-
serve a piece of history that is not only
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central to south Texas, but to our
great Nation. Adding this piece of Fort
Brown is critical to interpreting the
Mexican-American War and the
changes made to our international
boundary. It is a record of our Nation’s
border expansion extending to the Pa-
cific Ocean.

In hopes of establishing the Rio
Grande River as the southern border of
the United States, General Taylor or-
dered the construction of Fort Texas in
March of 1846.

On May 3, 1846, Mexican General
Mariano Arista attacked Fort Texas.
Under the command of General
Zachary Taylor, U.S. forces, including
Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant, fought at
the Battle of Palo Alto and the Battle
of Resaca de la Palma, two decisive
victories that would force the Mexican
retreat across the Rio Grande.

While the siege produced Ilimited
damage to the fort, Major Jacob
Brown, who had command of the post,
was mortally wounded in its defense.
Afterward, General Taylor named the
site Fort Brown, and the surrounding
area became the town of Brownsville,
Texas.

The Fort Brown earthworks is the
only standing architecture in the
United States associated with the
Mexican-American War. Bringing the
earthworks into the Palo Alto Battle-
field National Historical Park helps
tell our Nation’s story and protects
this important symbol of the trans-
formation of the country resulting
from the 19th century westward expan-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of this legislation so we
can protect an essential piece of our
history that will help us to tell the
story of our Nation long into the fu-
ture. I thank the chairman and the
ranking member for their support in
this legislation.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
ready to close when the gentleman
from Arizona is. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I have
one additional request to address the
legislation.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ).

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
Congressman FILEMON VELA’s bill, H.R.
268, which would add Fort Brown to the
Palo Alto Battlefield National Histor-
ical Park located in Brownsville,
Texas.

By including this fort, we are cre-
ating a national monument for the
only standing architecture in the
United States associated with the
Mexican-American War.

In 1845, after the annexation of
Texas, President James Polk sent sol-
diers to Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mex-
ico, to proclaim the boundary of the
United States at the Rio Grande River.

In 1846, General Zachary Taylor or-
dered the construction of the fort,
which consisted of a six-sided
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earthwork. Once finished, General Tay-
lor left to procure supplies and gave
command of the fort to Major Jacob
Brown.

On May 3, 1846, Mexico sought to cap-
italize on the depleted resources and
bombarded the fort for 6 straight days.
Major Jacob Brown and the American
troops fought valiantly, forcing Mexico
to retreat. American forces only lost
two soldiers, one of which was Major
Brown himself.

Today, the city of Brownsville and
Fort Brown serve as a testament to
Major Brown’s valor, patriotism, and
sacrifice. By passing H.R. 268, we as a
Nation will honor Major Brown and the
Americans who stood their ground at
Fort Brown.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to join Congressman VELA and
I in preserving this important part of
south Texas’ and our entire country’s
history.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I join
with the ranking member to urge adop-
tion of the legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 268, which will
preserve The Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historic Park. The preservation and expansion
of the Palo Alto Battlefield will continue to pro-
vide access, and encourage public under-
standing of this historically important site.

| support this legislation because the Palo
Alto Battlefield National Historic Park marks
the 1846 clash of Mexican and U.S. troops,
preserves the battle site, and includes history
tours. The park preserves the site and informs
visitors about its national and international im-
portance. The Mexican-American war of
1846-1848 gained the great state of Texas its
independence. This bill will authorize the do-
nation of the park and grant the authority to
the United States to implement a boundary to
preserve in perpetuity of the history of a key
notable battle that changed the map of North
America.

Specifically, H.R. 268 adjusts the boundary
of the Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical
Park in Texas by including approximately 166
acres of land donated to the U.S. that will be
identified on the map titled Palo Alto Battlefield
National Historical Park, Proposed Boundary
Addition, Fort Brown Unit (2018), when the
land is donated to the United States.

Finally, the bill authorizes the transfer of
property from the International Boundary and
Water Commission to the National Park Serv-
ice (NPS) to be part of the Palo Alto Battlefield
National Historical Park. The identified land
was the site of Fort Brown, a crucial outpost
during the conflict and which remains the last
standing physical structure associated with the
Mexican-American War.

Palo Alto Battlefield was designated as a
National Historic Landmark in 1960, a National
Historic Site in 1978, and a National Historical
Park in 2009. Today, the Palo Alto Battlefield
National Historical Park is the only unit of the
NPS focused on the Mexican-American War.

President James K. Polk, in his December
1845 message to Congress, characterized the
recent annexation of Texas by the United
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States, with a boundary along the Rio Grande.
He had campaigned for the presidency with a
pledge to extend the United States to the Pa-
cific Ocean, and the addition of the Republic
of Texas as the 28th state represented a
major step toward that goal.

Mexico, however, challenged annexation.
Although Texas had severed ties with Mexico
in 1836, many Mexican leaders refused to rec-
ognize its independence and denounced the
U.S. move as an attack on Mexico. The Rio
Grande River formed the boundary of the new
state. Mexico had always mapped Texas as a
much smaller region—bounded in part by the
Nueces River. Polk’s call for a Rio Grande
border placed a huge expanse of territory in
dispute.

President Polk attempted to force a settle-
ment of the boundary issues. In the summer
of 1845, he sent an envoy to Mexico City to
negotiate an agreement. The tactic failed. In
Mexico, hardline Gen. Mariano Paredes vy
Arrillaga marched to the capital, seized control
of the government, and announced that he
would discuss nothing but the return of Texas.
Clear battle lines had been drawn.

When Mexican and United States troops
clashed on the Palo Alto Battlefield, cannon
blasts and musket fire were not the only dan-
gers. In the field’s harsh environment, they
also encountered poisonous snakes and in-
sects, and prickly plants. These natural haz-
ards remain today.

On May 8, 1846, U.S. and Mexican troops
clashed on the coastal prairie of Palo Alto,
where the Rio Grande empties into the Gulf of
Mexico. The ensuing two-year conflict
changed the map of North America. Palo Alto
Battlefield National Historical Park preserves
and interprets the site and memory of that bat-
tle, vividly described in dozens of letters and
diaries written by soldiers.

The Palo Alto Battlefield includes 3,400
acres of prairie and dense chaparral. The bat-
tlefield is being restored to its 1846 condition
landscape and its trails, facilities, and visitor
services are under development. The battle-
field is located at 7200 Paredes Line Rd. (FM
1847) in Brownsville, TX, just north of the FM
511 intersection.

The Resaca de la Palma and Fort Brown
sites, both National Historic Landmarks, will
also be preserved. Today the Resaca de la
Palma Battlefield lies on Paredes Line Rd. in
the heart of Brownsville, which has swallowed
up much of the original scene. But 38 acres of
the battlefield survive. In 2011 it became a
second unit of Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historical Park.

Fort Brown has suffered over time from the
effects of erosion and levee construction on
the Rio Grande. A few earthen mounds near
the Fort Brown Golf Course are all that re-
main. Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical
Park is cooperating with private and public
partners to preserve Fort Brown for public en-
joyment and education.

| ask all members to join me in voting for
H.R. 268, to support the authorization of the
donation of the land to the United States to
continue the preservation and expansion of
the Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Park.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 268, as
amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

KA’ENA POINT NATIONAL
HERITAGE AREA ACT

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1908) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of
designating certain land as the Ka’ena
Point National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1908

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Point National Heritage Area Act’’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage
Area’” means the Ka‘ena Point National Her-
itage Area.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
State of Hawai‘i.

(4) STUDY AREA.—The term ‘‘study area’
means Honolulu County on the island of
O‘ahu.

SEC. 3. STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with State and local historic pres-
ervation officers, State and local historical
societies, State and local tourism offices,
and other appropriate organizations and gov-
ernmental agencies, shall conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating the study area as a National Heritage
Area, to be known as the ‘‘Ka‘ena Point Na-
tional Heritage Area’’.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The study shall in-
clude analysis, documentation, and deter-
minations on whether the study area—

(1) has an assemblage of natural, historic,
and cultural resources that—

(A) represents distinctive aspects of the
heritage of the United States;

(B) is worthy of recognition, conservation,
interpretation, and continuing use; and

(C) would be best managed—

(i) through partnerships among public and
private entities; and

(ii) by linking diverse and sometimes non-
contiguous resources and active commu-
nities;

(2) reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and
folklife that are a valuable part of the story
of the United States;

(3) provides outstanding opportunities—

(A) to conserve natural, historic, cultural,
or scenic features; and

(B) for recreation and education;

(4) contains resources that—

(A) are important to any identified themes
of the study area; and

(B) retain a degree of integrity capable of
supporting interpretation;

(5) includes residents, business interests,
nonprofit organizations, and State and local
governments that—

(A) are involved in the planning of the Her-
itage Area;

(B) have developed a conceptual financial
plan that outlines the roles of all partici-

‘“Ka‘ena
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pants in the Heritage Area, including the
Federal Government; and

(C) have demonstrated support for the des-
ignation of the Heritage Area;

(6) has a potential management entity to
work in partnership with the individuals and
entities described in paragraph (5) to develop
the Heritage Area while encouraging State
and local economic activity; and

(7) has a conceptual boundary map that is
supported by the public.

SEC. 4. REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date on
which funds are first made available to carry
out this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report that describes—

(1) the findings of the study under section
3; and

(2) any conclusions and recommendations
of the Secretary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1908, the Ka’ena Point National Herit-
age Area Act, introduced by the gen-

tleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE), my
Natural Resources Committee col-
league.

This bill authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study to as-
sess the suitability and feasibility of
designating Ka’ena Point National Her-
itage Area in the State of Hawaii.

The study focuses on the undeveloped
area of the point on the west end of the
island of Oahu and home to some of the
richest and most well-preserved cul-
tural aspects of Hawaii’s history along
with invaluable and unique environ-
mental and natural resources.
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This area is the site of the last intact
sand dune ecosystem in Hawaii and an
important cultural site that, according
to some Hawaiian tradition, is where
the souls of the deceased leapt into the
next plane of existence.

Rich with wildlife and thriving bio-
diversity, the area is home to various
protected species, including laysan
albatrosses, the wedge-tailed
shearwaters, monk seals, and fragile
native plants.

I congratulate my colleague, Rep-
resentative CASE, for championing this
bill on behalf of his constituents. I urge
my colleagues to support the legisla-
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tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1908, offered by Congressman
CASE of Hawaii, requires the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of
designating Ka’ena Point National Her-
itage Area.

The study authorized by this bill fo-
cuses on an undeveloped area on the
west end of O’ahu that is home to the
last intact sand dune species in Hawaii.

As the chairman pointed out, this
point is also inhabited by various pro-
tected species, the wedge-tailed
shearwaters, monk seals, and rare na-
tive plants.

The feasibility study that this bill
authorizes will be conducted in con-
sultation with State and local historic
preservation officers, historical soci-
eties, and tourism offices.

Some day I hope to be able to visit
this Ka’ena Point with Congressman
CASE. I urge adoption of the bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE), the
sponsor of the legislation.

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of H.R. 1908, the
Ka’ena Point National Heritage Area
Act. I wish first to recognize and say
““mahalo,” or thank you, to my partner
in our Hawaii congressional delegation,
Representative KAIALI'T KAHELE, who
co-introduced this bill with me.

Our bill directs the U.S. Department
of the Interior to study whether Ka’ena
Point, a treasured wilderness area on
the western tip of the island of O’ahu,
should be designated as a national her-
itage area, or NHA. The 3-year study
would evaluate whether Ka’ena Point
holds invaluable resources that reflect
our country’s heritage and are worthy
of conservation and special recognition
nationally. Such a designation would
also offer critical support to our local
community in Hawaii to conserve the
area for present and future use.

I am certain that Ka’ena Point is a
perfect candidate for NHA designation.
It houses a rich cultural and environ-
mental history. It is the location of
one of Hawaii’s most sacred places, a
leina a ka ‘uhane, a leaping place of
souls where, according to native Ha-
waiian tradition, the spirits of the re-
cently deceased leap from this realm to
the next.

As one of the last few remaining and
easily accessible wilderness areas on
O’ahu, the sand dunes of Ka’ena Point
are home to a number of endemic and
endangered species, such as the Hawai-
ian monk seal, laysan albatross, and
the ohai flower.

Our bill will ensure the full collabo-
ration of the local community in pre-
serving the traditions and pristine na-
ture of Ka’ena Point. The community,
our local organizations, fishers, hikers,
and neighborhood groups, will be fully



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-03-16T07:31:07-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




